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Today, trends in heritage management are (pro)active approaches to enhance and 

change the status of heritage, to make the heritage "more alive" in a new context with 

new social needs. The colonial heritage in Vietnam is also a controversial concept as it 

is considered as a "recent heritage". One of the important parts of colonial architecture 

is the colonial villa park, which is not yet classified or patrimonialized, although most 

of them have become symbols of a territory, a region, a city because of their artistic, 

architectural and urban values. In 2009, the Ministry of Construction of Vietnam 

issued a circular guiding the management and use of old villas in cities. Hanoi and Ho 

Chi Minh City are two of the major Vietnamese cities giving indicators on the 

classification of their colonial villas for the establishment of efficient management 

modes and corresponding treatment. Due to the lack of funding, heritage must become 

a "tool" to earn money, ensure their existence and development. Colonial villas are 

transformed to reconcile economic values with preservation, maintenance and 

(re)development. One of the most popular trends today is the transformation of these 

villas into restaurants. So this transformation can be called "restaurantization". 

Currently, the restaurantization of colonial villas is becoming a popular trend, but it is 

still spontaneous and special initiatives. It may be the temporary solution that 

reconciles the interests and responsibilities of the actors involved in the existence, 

development and exploitation of these colonial villas, but in the long run, it is 

necessary to have more general views on (re)development, a more holistic approach to 

restoration, safeguarding the heritage environment and diversifying the space and 

livelihood resources of human life. 
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